
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 50
Genesis 49:33-50:3 - Jacob dies, Is Embalmed and Mourned For

There are only two people in Scripture said to be “embalmed”.  Jacob now and Joseph later.  Why?  The ESV Study Bible sheds some 
light:

“This was necessary in order to delay the normal process of putrefaction and so enable Jacob’s corpse to be transported 
to Hebron. Mummification was not practiced by the Hebrews, and so Joseph entrusts the task to Egyptian physicians (v. 2). 
Since embalming was normally a religious practice involving priests, Joseph may have deliberately chosen to use 
physicians in order to distinguish his father’s beliefs from those of the Egyptian priests.” The seventy days of mourning 
reflects Egyptian royal practice according to some ancient sources (e.g., Herodotus, History 2.86; but 72 days in 
Diodorus of Sicily, Histories 1.72), suggesting that Jacob is being shown very high honor; for the Israelites the period of 
mourning was normally between seven and 30 days. It is unclear, however, whether the two periods mentioned are 
consecutive or concurrent.”

As Joseph’s father and a respected man of the land himself (as we see in Jacob’s interactions with the Pharaoh), Jacob is given 
high honor and respect upon his death, even by the inhabitants of Egypt!

Genesis 50:4-9 - Jacob’s Family Travels To Canaan To Bury Him

Per Jacob’s dying request (Genesis 47:29-31), Joseph and his family travels back to Canaan to bury Jacob in the Abrhahamic Family 
Tomb.  Joseph receives permission from Pharaoh to make this trip.  A large delegation makes this trip, not only Jacob’s family but 
leaders from Egypt.

Genesis 50:10-14 - Jacob Laid To Rest In The Place Of Abraham

The entourage arrived in the land of Canaan and held a memorial at the “threshing floor of Atad” (exact location unknown).  
Such a large company mourning Jacob for 7 days was so notable to the Canaanite locals that the place was renamed Abel-mizraim 
which means the “meadow of mourning of Egypt.”

This entire process took time and energy on behalf of the family and the Egyptians, a fitting tribute to this patriarch.  And 
through this act Jacob’s sons are able to obey his command.

Genesis 50:15-21

Even though there was a reunion, there was not a full reconciliation in the hearts of Joseph’s brothers. They fear, now lacking 
the buffer of their father’s wisdom and guidance, that Joseph may enact retribution for the evils they had committed against him 
years before.  This is a very sad window into their hearts.  We get no indication that Josephs held any grudge or held resentment 
in his heart towards them.  Joseph’s own words reveal this:
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“Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come closer to me.” And they came closer. And he said, “I am your brother 
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here, for God sent 
me before you to preserve life.  God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive 
by a great deliverance. Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to 
Pharaoh and lord of all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt.” Genesis 45:4-5, 7-8

It was not Joseph with the heart problem, it was his brothers.  They had not accepted the forgiveness of their brother and were 
still living in fear of the other shoe dropping on them.  In fact, he continues in this section and says “don’t be afraid, i will 
provide for you and your little ones (50:21).”  He then concludes by “comforting them and speaking kindly to them…”. You can’t 
do that without a heart of forgiveness.  In fact, being able to do that is a pretty important sign that forgiveness is in your 
heart.  

Joseph is a man of God and a man of faith.  When he forgave his brothers for their horrible sin against him, he actually forgave 
them.  He wasn’t modeling a twisted form of forgiveness where there remained consequences or punishment for the so called 
“forgiven” sin.  This is a beautiful picture of what forgiveness, and especially God’s forgiveness looks like.  Joseph wasn’t 
implying that the things his brothers had done against him were “ok”, he just was not going to hold their sin in his heart or over 
their heads.  He was free and trusted God to bring about justice. Joseph was glad to be back with his brothers and was confident 
in who he was in God’s eyes.  God had brought him to Egypt, not his brothers.  And so he wasn’t angry at them.

This seemed too good to be true for his brothers.  They didn’t understand how amazing grace really was. Godly forgiveness not 
only forgives but extends grace.  This might be a good time for us to remember God’s forgiveness and grace towards us.  Many 
Christians live in fear or live in shame because of the sins they have committed. I get that.  I wrestle with t hat.

However, scripture tells us that the forgiveness of God isn’t just a forgiveness but it brings with it a “cleansing from all 
unrighteousness”.  When we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to do a two part work!  He forgives and cleanses so we 
don’t have to live in fear of punishment or “the other shoe dropping.” Sure there may be real life ramifications of what we have 
done - but God doesn’t want us to live in a state like the brothers of Joseph were, just wondering if and when God was going to 
let us have it?  As if God’s love towards us is some sick joke, that really is a mirage and that he’s out to “get us” later.

Joseph’s brothers didn’t understand the nature of godly forgiveness. I hope we don’t make the same mistake.

Before we conclude, we must take a moment to dwell on this powerful verse in Genesis 50:20.  This verse is may just be the 
perfect summary statement of the story of Joseph. 

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to 
preserve many people alive.” Genesis 50:20

We have said throughout the journey of Joseph that his story reflects the powerful truths of Romans 8 and this verse rings the 
loudest with that echo.  Every “evil” thing that happened to Joseph, every difficult trial he experienced (and he certainly had his 
share of them), he can now look back and not lament “poor me” or “well, I guess it worked out okay in the end” but instead he 
sees and interprets every thing that happened as exactly what needed to happen to, in the end, ensure God's will for his life, and 
ultimately the life of the entire family and nation.  He believed in a God who was more powerful than his enemies, his 
circumstances and his understanding who was always working and always with him, and always winning in the end.

Joseph is staring at the faces of the very people, his own brothers, who hit the first domino of his trials and says to them “you 
meant evil against me, but God…”. Wow.
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Can’t you just imagine Joseph writing similar words to what Paul would write centuries later:

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.  And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who 
are called according to His purpose.  But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:18, 28, 37-39

So much for us to take away from Joseph's attitude.  We are called to have the same attitude today, and even more so perhaps 
since we know Christ has come and now has filled us with the spirit.

Genesis 50:22-26 - The Final Desire And Death Of Joseph

Joseph lived a long and satisfying life.  Though it wasn’t like that every day, nor for large chunks of time, that’s how it turns 
out in the end.  He’s 110 years old, blessed in Egypt, joined by his family and even sees his sons, grandsons and great grandsons 
grow.  He is embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.

Josephs dies, surely loved and revered by the nation he saved.  He has a family by his side and enjoys what will end up being the 
majority of his life with good and plenty. And yet what is on his mind as he nears the end of his life?  The promise of God and his 
great hope.

He doesn’t talk about his big family or bountiful barns.  He doesn’t talk about how long he’s lived or how lush his land has been. 
Those things might have been true - but that was not what Joseph’s life or legacy was all about.  Instead he says this:

““Soon I will die,” Joseph told his brothers, “but God will surely come to help you and lead you out of this land of 
Egypt. He will bring you back to the land he solemnly promised to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” Then Joseph 
made the sons of Israel swear an oath, and he said, “When God comes to help you and lead you back, you must take my 
bones with you.”” Genesis 50:24-25 (NLT)

I hope we can grow in our understanding and love for and long for the great and blessed hope we have before us as God’s people.   It’s a 
faithful and sure promise of our God.  It serves as an anchor for the turbulent life of a man like Joseph. It’s what he is thinking about 
and looking forward to.  And as we see here in this final chapter, it is more than just a theological or god-forbid whimsical idea.  It has 
practical implications on his life.  He literally tells his family to get his bones ready to take back to Canaan when he leaves because he 
wants to be resurrected locally when that day comes.  God has promised the land of Canaan and eventually the entire world to Abraham - 
not just this broken and difficult world, but a new world, a restored world, a blessed world that is remade to be “very good” like it was 
in the first pages of Genesis.

That is literally was is going to happen when the Messiah returns to this earth.  Joseph is going to be resurrected and life restored to 
that old and now no more than dust and ash body that was embalmed by the Egyptians and he’s going never die again.  He’s going to see his 
father Jacob’s face and there will no longer be mourning for or wrestling with the troubles of this life.  He’s going to see Isaac laughing 
at how God won and was faithful to the promise he made to add a multimedia of descendants to his own role as the promised child.  And 
they all are going to sit down with Abraham, the one who was first to believe.  The one who saw little come to pass in his life time as it 
came to the promise of God, but who believed every, single, part of the plan. Abraham will be blessed, see his children as the sand of the 
seashore, and inherit as his own, this remade and new world, just as God promised, and intended from the beginning.
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Everything wrong with this world will be made right and Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph will be seated at the head of a banquet table 
set to celebrate this great and glorious day. The will see it.  They will taste it.  They will touch it.  They will live in it.

And then they will meet you.

They will turn and see your face and they will meet with and sit with and talk with you and I -  people who seem so different than them, 
yet like them, lived by faith, and not be sight, who kept the faith and finished the race, and who believed the promise of God - the same 
promise in fact - and who waited for and lived in light of that promise coming to fruition in the end.

That’s where Joseph’s mind was and where his heart was.  And that’s rightfully where one’s heart should be as they finish this first book of 
the Bible. We’ve discovered so much as we have walked through Genesis.  It’s likely that more foundational truth is in this book than 
others, certainly no Old Testament book rivals its importance.  Every other book refers to it and references it and assumes the reader 
understands it.

Genesis reveals the origin of the universe, the origin of evil, the origin of God’s plan to fix it all.  We meet our literal and biological 
parents - Adam and Eve and meet our spiritual parents of faith - Abraham and Sarah.  We tremble at the consequent of sin when we read 
about the flood and the tower of Babel and we cling to hope of God’s goodness when we see Noah’s rainbow and hear how God was merciful 
to Cain and Enoch. We learn what faith looks like through Abraham and his family who have taken center stage of this 50 chapter book 
since Genesis 12.  And we see an honest and raw telling of the brokenness and dysfunction of that same family, when we are let in to not 
just their good days but all of their flaw-filled ones too.  We have mourned with them, been frustrated with them and rejoiced with them.  
We’ve seen them do things their way (aka Abraham’s son Ishmael) and seen them do things God’s way (Abraham’s obedience to offer Isaac).  
We watched them grow up, grow old and die.  We have watched them start with nothing in Ur and end with abundance in Goshen.  And now 
we close the book with a conclusion of sorts, but a story that is not over.  The very first chapter of the next book will make that 
abundantly clear.  But the great adventure through Genesis will conclude for now.

As we have read through Genesis we have not only learned a great deal about humanity but we have learned a great deal about the 
Creator.  His intentions, his motivations, his likes, dislikes and his nature towards the world. Yes we have some great stories and Biblical 
heroes, but we must walk away from Genesis with a foundational understanding of God.  Who He is and what He has done, what he is doing 
and what he will do.  

The first focus of chapter 1 is that “in the beginning GOD created the heavens and earth” (Genesis 1:1).  And chapter 50 has just concluded 
with Joseph reminding his brothers and us, that “God will surely take care of you…” not once, but twice (50:24, 25). Those are pretty 
significant opening and closing lines of our story.

Genesis is about a lot of things, but it’s ultimately a story about God.  About his plan, purposes and heart posture not just to the old 
ancient world back then or creation in general but towards humanity at large and you specifically. God created you and created you with 
a purpose.  That purpose is for you and I to know Him, be loved by Him and have a relationship with him.  That’s why he created the heavens 
and earth, that’s why he made his promises to Abraham, and that's why he has kept it all in motion until this very moment.  Because he 
loves you and wants a relationship with you.

What else could you ever live for which compares to this? Don’t waste your life on foolish and dangerous second rate causes. Live for this 
God, seek Him, worship Him, love Him, praise Him, wrestling with Him, and cling to Him.  You were created for this purpose and when you 
choose to live for the purpose you were created, you will never be the same.
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